The :
ASSOCfIATi()N -

152 Avenue D, New York, N. Y. 10009

Tel: 533-24i0

David Diaz, Jr.
Chairman

July 1, 1975

CaAPS
250 West 57th Street
New York, NY 10019

RE: Charles Simmonds, Sculptor

t
Dear Sir:

Mr. Charles Simmonds has been involved with the
Association of Community Service Centers for the past 3%
years. During that span he has devoted and initiated
concepts so that blocks in the community can beautify their
vacant lots instead of leaving them as residues for garbage
and unhealthy conditions. Mr. Simmonds has involved himself
in several projects within the Association. Some of these
projects are the following: Young New Yorker's lot on East
Second Street, in which Mr. Simmonds worked in constant
cooperation with the youth of the programs, teaching them
not only the mechanics of constructing a play lot, but also
how ot obtain vacant lots from the city. As a result of
Mr. Simmonds' efforts, other vacant lots have been secured
by and through block associations in the Lower East Side.

Outside of obtaining physical facilities in which
the youth of our community can channel the energy towards
creative thinking, Mr. Simmonds' ccncepts of "little
civilizations" within the abandoned "brick community" of
the Lower East Side, has created an imaginative concept in
which people are seeing as "little communes"” and are
identifying as such. This concept, I think, has helped

Arturo Santiago
Exec. Director



block associations in involving themselves with preservation
and beautification of the space within the inner city.

Mr. Simmonds' effort have been constant and diligent.
His presence is felt by the youth, Senior Citizens and adults.
He has information about all the artistic and cultural groups
in the community that enables people involved in his projects
to achieve a broader cultural knowledge of the Lower East Side
community. I stongly urge CAPS to support his efforts.

Fraternalmente,

Jesus Abraham Laviera
Assistant Director

JAL:tl

P.S. This is an unsolicited request.
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